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Two major strikes by hospital workers and teachers have ended. The resolution did not, however,
end public unrest or protests against the economic policies of President Gustavo Noboa. On July 10,
a group of about fifty activists occupied the office of the papal nuncio in an effort to have the Vatican
intercede on their behalf.
Despite the ongoing opposition to economic policies, the government is sending Congress a bill with
labor provisions, changes to the social security law, and provisions for privatizing state businesses in
the oil, electric energy, and telecommunications sectors. The bill is part of Noboa's effort to stabilize
and modernize Ecuador's economy.
During the past year, the country has suffered its worst economic crisis in decades, defaulting on its
international debt and watching inflation climb higher despite dollarizing the economy. In April,
Ecuador adopted the US dollar as its principle currency to stop the steep devaluation of its currency,
the sucre. That followed the January ouster of President Jamil Mahuad by indigenous groups and
rebel military leaders.
Noboa, then vice president, was sworn in after the brief, bloodless coup (see NotiSur, 2000-04-28).
But Noboa has been unable to meet the demands of frustrated Ecuadorans, 70% of whom live in
poverty. Dollarization has not reduced inflation, and strikes and protests demanding relief in the
form of higher wages have continued.
In mid-June, unions staged a 48-hour work stoppage, which had only moderate success. The
government said 20 people were injured and 15 arrested during the two days, but the unions put the
figures at 30 injured and more than 50 arrested.

Teachers end strike after seven weeks
About 143,000 state-employed teachers with the Union Nacional de Educadores (UNE) went on
strike May 15, affecting 3 million students. The teachers demanded increases in wages and more
funds for education. "The teachers can stay on strike for a year and I am not going to give in," said
Noboa on June 14. "I will not give in because the government has already adjusted the salaries of the
teachers, who are jeopardizing our children and youth."
UNE president Aracely Moreno said the government offer "does not cover our necessities."
Teachers' salaries average about US$50 to US$60 a month in this poor Andean country of 12.4
million people. On June 22, 15 teachers began a hunger strike and demanded the release of Moreno,
who had been arrested on June 21. The hunger strike quickly spread to include about 100 teachers
around the country. "Those who aren't here are participating in the hunger strike in their homes,
because we don't have anything to eat," said one of the teachers on the hunger strike.
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On June 29, the UNE agreed to end the seven-week strike after the government released Moreno
and offered an immediate salary increase of US$29 a month, with another US$30 a month on July 1,
2001. It also agreed to bring teachers' salaries in line with other public employees. The government
said it would not privatize education and would work with the UNE to achieve a national consensus
on a new education law. Health workers also settle dispute More than 14,000 public-health workers
settled their strike July 7 after more than eight weeks when the government agreed to boost their
basic pay by 50%.
On top of the pay hike, the government promised an extra US$10 million for the public-health
system. Luis Mazon, president of the Federacion de Trabajadores de la Salud de Ecuador (FETSAE),
said a new strike would be called if the government did not fulfill its pledge. Public Health is one of
the sectors most affected by the economic crisis. Since 1998, its funding has been reduced from 4% to
2% of the national budget.
Earlier, some 32,000 doctors went on strike June 21 to demand a basic salary of US$300 dollars a
month. The doctors opposed spending cuts in public health and government plans to cancel a
retroactive payment of a bonus they were promised. The doctors' strike ended June 27, after the
government agreed to the wage demands.

Protesters want papal intervention
About 50 environmentalists, human rights activists, campesinos, and Indians occupied the papal
nuncio's office in Quito July 10 to ask Pope John Paul II to intervene to stop privatization of state
assets. "We've come here so that, through his representatives, the Pope is notified and tells the
government to open real channels for communications," said campesino leader Jorge Loor.
The protesters oppose the bill Noboa is sending to Congress to allow private companies to invest
in state-owned companies. On July 11, police forcibly removed the protesters, seven of whom were
arrested. Military coup leaders form anti-corruption group Meanwhile, 18 of the military officers
who participated in the January coup have resigned or been discharged from the military.
Congress granted more than 100 officers an amnesty May 31, but they were later subjected to
military discipline. On June 20, the military high command ordered the detention of 76 of the
officers for periods ranging from three to nine days. Another 200 officers still await a decision on
disciplinary action. On July 3, some of the military involved in the coup formed the "Sociedad
Patriotica Anticorrupcion" to "defend national dignity."
Retired Col. Lucio Gutierrez, one of the leaders of the movement that overthrew Mahuad, said the
group "wants to support the development of the country, fight corruption," and see to it that the
bankers and politicians accused of swindling the state are brought to justice. He said one of the
group's first efforts would be to see that Mahuad, who headed one of the most corrupt governments
in Ecuador's history, was brought to justice.

Effort to call referendum continues
On June 23, the Confederacion de Nacionalidades Indigenas del Ecuador (CONAIE) announced that
it would collect a million signatures to support a popular referendum on Congress, dollarization,
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and the Corte Suprema de Justicia (CSJ). CONAIE president Antonio Vargas said the signatures
would be given to the Tribunal Supremo Electoral (TSE), which has the authority to call a
referendum.
On July 9, the Coordinadora de Movimientos Sociales (CMS) said it would join CONAIE in the
"global battle" against the government's imposed dollarization. CMS spokesperson Napoleon
Saltos said leaders of the two organizations will meet in Quito to design an "alternative proposal"
to dollarization and the proposed privatizations. He said that groups opposing the government's
policies need to accelerate their actions because the executive has begun an "aggressive campaign"
to impose its economic policies. [Sources: El Nuevo Herald (Miami), 06/14/00; Xinhua, 06/21/00;
Notimex, 06/20/00, 06/28/00, 06/29/00, 07/03/00, 07/07/00, 07/10/00; Spanish news service EFE,
06/15/00, 06/16/00, 06/21/00, 06/23/00, 06/29/00, 07/03/00, 07/07/00, 07/09/00, 07/11/00; Reuters,
06/22/00, 07/11/00; CNN, 07/11/00]
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